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Introd uc tion: The following quotes from ancient leaders prove where the modern 
concept of a "Hell of everlasting punishment" came from. The quotes also expose 
those who are still perpetuating those concepts. The first group of quotes 
represents proof regarding the originators of the concept. The second group of 
quotations are from Christian leaders who have been instrumental in 
perpetuating these diabolical thoughts.  

The Inventors of Hell 

1. Polybius, the a nc ient historian, says: "Sinc e the multitud e is ever fic kle, full o f 
lawless d esires, irra tiona l pa ssions a nd  violenc e, there is no other wa y to keep  
them in order b ut b y the fea r and  terror of the invisib le world ; on whic h ac c ount 
our a nc estors seem to me to ha ve a c ted  jud ic iously, when they c ontrived  to  
b ring into the p opular b elie f these notions of the gods, a nd  of the inferna l 
reg ions." B. vi 56. 

2. Dionysius Halicarnassus trea ts the whole ma tter a s useful, b ut not a s true. 
Antiq . Rom., B. ii 

3. Livy, the c e leb ra ted  historian, sp eaks of it in the sa me sp irit; and  he p ra ises the 
wisd om of Numa , b ec a use he invented  the fea r o f the god s, a s "a  most 
effic ac ious mea ns of governing  a n ignora nt a nd  b a rba rous p opulac e." Hist., I 19. 

4. Strabo, the geograp her, sa ys: "The multitude a re restra ined  from vic e by the 
punishments the god s a re sa id  to inflic t up on offend ers, and  b y those terrors a nd  
threa tenings whic h c erta in d rea d ful word s and  monstrous forms imprint up on 
their mind s...For it is imp ossib le to govern the c rowd  of women, a nd  a ll the 
c ommon rabb le, by p hilosop hic a l rea soning, and  lea d   them to p ie ty, holiness 
and  virtue - but this must be d one by sup erstition,  or the fea r o f the god s, by 
mea ns of fab les a nd  wond ers; for the thund er,  the a egis, the trid ent, the torc hes 
(of the Furies), the d ra gons, &c ., a re a ll fab les, as is a lso a ll the anc ient theology. 
These things the leg isla tors used  as sc a rec rows to terrify the c hild ish multitud e." 
Geog., B. I 

5. Timaeus Locrus, the Pytha gorea n, a fter sta ting tha t the d oc trine of rewards 
and  p unishments a fter d ea th is nec essa ry to soc iety, p roc eed s as follows: "For as 
we sometimes c ure the b od y with unwholesome remed ies, when suc h a s a re 
most wholesome p rod uc e no effec t, so we restra in those mind s with fa lse 
rela tions, whic h w ill not b e persuad ed  b y the truth. There is a  nec essity, therefore, 



of instilling the d read  of those foreign torments: a s tha t the soul c ha nges its 
ha b ita tion; tha t the c oward  is ignominiously thrust into the b ody of a  woma n; the 
murd erer imprisoned  within the form of a  sa vage b ea st; the va in a nd  inc onsta nt 
c ha nged  into  b irds, a nd  the slothful a nd  ignorant into  fishes." 

6. Plato, in his c ommenta ry on Tima eus, fully end orses wha t he sa ys resp ec ting  
the fab ulous invention of these foreign torments. And  Strab o says tha t "Pla to a nd  
the Bra hmins of Ind ia  invented  fab les c onc erning  the future jud gments of hell" 
(Had es). And  Chrysipp us b lames Plato for a ttemp ting to deter men from wrong  
by frightful stories of future p unishments. 

Pla to himself is exc eed ing ly inc onsistent, sometimes a d op ting , even in his serious 
d isc ourses, the fa b les of the p oets, a nd  a t o ther times rejec ting  them a s utterly 
fa lse, a nd  g iving too frightful views of the invisib le world . Sometimes, he a rgues, 
on soc ia l grounds, tha t they a re nec essa ry to  restra in b ad  men from wic ked ness 
and  c rime, a nd  then a ga in he p rotests a ga inst them on p olitic a l ground s, a s 
intimida ting the c itizens, a nd  making c owards of the sold iers, who, b elieving  
these things, a re a fra id  of d ea th, and  d o not therefore fight well. But a ll this 
shows in wha t light he rega rd ed  them; not as truths, c erta inly, b ut as fic tions, 
c onvenient in some c a ses, b ut d iffic ult to  ma nage in o thers. 

7. Plutarch trea ts the sub jec t in the sa me wa y; sometimes a rguing for them with 
grea t solemnity a nd  ea rnestness, a nd  on other oc c a sions c a lling them "fab ulous 
stories, the ta les of mothers a nd  nurses." 

8. Seneca sa ys: "Those things whic h make the inferna l reg ions terrib le , 
the d a rkness, the p rison, the river of flaming fire, the jud gment sea t, &c ., a re a ll a  
fab le , with whic h the p oets a muse themselves, a nd  b y them a gita te  us with va in 
terrors." Sextus Emp iric us c a lls them "p oetic  fab les of hell;" a nd  Cic ero sp eaks of 
them a s "silly ab surd ities a nd  fab les" (inep tiis a c  fab ulis). 

9. Aristotle. "It ha s b een ha nd ed  d own in mythic a l form from ea rliest times to  
posterity, tha t there a re god s, a nd  tha t the d ivine (Deity) c ompa sses a ll na ture. 
All b eside this ha s b een add ed , a fter the mythic a l style, for the p urp ose of 
persuad ing the multitude, a nd  for the interests o f the laws, a nd  the a dva nta ge 
of the sta te." Nea nd er's Churc h Hist., I, p . 7. 11 (The ab ove q uotes were taken 
from "The Orig in and  History o f the Doc trine of End less Punishment" by Thoma s 
Thayer.) 

The q uestion this b ook b ega n with is now, I trust, a nswered  b y a  suffic ient numb er 
of witnesses to  settle the ma tter. Hell wa s invented  b y men of p ower who fe lt it 
wa s the only way to hold  the ma sses of ignorant p eop le und er their p ower. It is 
the sa me toda y. If the p eop le of p ower tod ay REALLY believed  the myths they 
a re perpetua ting , they themselves would b ehave MUCH d ifferently tha n they 
a re. Seeing their own c orrup t b ehavior should make it p la in to a nyone, these 
politic a l, b usiness, a nd  esp ec ia lly relig ious leaders have not the slightest fa ith in 
these things themselves; they d o not think them a t a ll nec essa ry to regulate their 
own lives, or keep  them in ord er; b ut it is for the a vera ge p eop le, the d umb  
sheep  who must b e restra ined  w ith fea rs of grea t terror in the a fterlife . One  
c a nnot help  noting the resemb lanc e between those wise men of old  a nd  some 
of our own d ay, who seem so a nxious to ma inta in the d oc trine on the ground  
tha t it is nec essa ry to  restra in men from sin. I think it is time we "d umb sheep " wise  



up  a nd  get out from under the myths these men of c orrup tion have used  to hold  
the fe tters of our mind s in c hec k a nd  c hec k ourselves in a t the sheep fold  of 
the Good  Shep herd  who knows how to restra in HIS sheep  with love, not fea r. 
Wha t d o you think? 

Quotes from Christian Perpetuators of the Mythology of Hell: 

The following quotes a re from Christian lea ders who used  the pa ga n c onc ep t of 
Hell to keep  the p oor ma sses in sub jec tion to p ower-hungry a nd  often very evil 
politic a l a nd  relig ious men a nd  women. The Churc h ha s often b een a  more 
effec tive mea ns of enslaving the ma sses tha n milita ry might. There a re hund reds 
of thousa nd s of o ther Churc h lea d ers throughout the c enturies who c ould  be  
quoted  exp ressing sim ilar thoughts to the ones below Compare these word s to  
Jesus' word s to the p oor of this world  and  it should b ec ome very ob vious from 
whic h sp irit these men were sp eaking . Sa ta n has c ontrolled  the Churc h for a  long  
time. It's time for a  grea t c ha nge.  

Tertullian "At tha t grea test o f a ll spec ta c les, tha t last a nd  eterna l jud gment how 
sha ll I a d mire, how  la ugh, how rejo ic e, how exult, when I b ehold so ma ny p roud  
monarc hs groa ning  in the lowest ab yss of d a rknessÉ"   

Jonathan Edwards "Rep rob a te infa nts a re vipers of vengea nc e, whic h Jehova h 
will hold  over hell, in the tongs of his wra th, till they turn a nd  sp it venom in his 
fac e!" 

"The view of the misery of the d a mned  w ill d oub le the a rd our of the love 
and  gra titud e of the sa ints of heaven."  

Thomas Aquinas "Tha t the sa ints ma y enjoy their b ea titud e more thoroughly, a nd  
g ive more ab und a nt tha nks for it to God , a  perfec t sight of the punishment of 
the d a mned  is gra nted  them."  

Jeremy Taylor "Husba nd s sha ll see their w ives, pa rents sha ll see their c hildren 
tormented  b efore their eyesÉt he b od ies of the da mned  sha ll b e c rowd ed  
together in hell like grap es in a  wine-p ress, whic h p ress on a nother till they 
burstÉ"  

Lengthier quotes: 

Tertullian "How sha ll I a dmire, how laugh, how re joic e, how exult, when I b ehold  
so ma ny p roud  monarc hs groa ning in the lowest ab yss of da rkness; so  
ma ny ma gistra tes liquefying in fierc er flames tha n they ever kind led  a ga inst  
the Christians; so ma ny sa ges p hilosop hers b lushing in red -hot fires with 
their d eluded  p up ils; so ma ny tra ged ians more tuneful in the exp ression of 
their own sufferings; so ma ny d a nc ers tripp ing  more nimb ly from a nguish 
then ever before from a pp lause." 

Jeremy Taylor o f the Churc h of England  "The b od ies of the da mned  sha ll b e 
c rowd ed  together in hell, like grap es in a  wine-p ress, whic h p ress one a nother till 
they burst; every d istinc t sense a nd  orga n sha ll be a ssa iled  with its own 
app rop ria te  a nd  most exquisite  sufferings." 



Jonathan Edwards (A Ca lvinist of the "Grea t Awakening " fa me. 
Newspap ers rep orted  peop le lea ving his sermons a nd  c ommitting suic ide from 
the fea r he instilled  in them.) 

"The world  w ill p robab ly b e c onverted  into a  grea t lake or liq uid  g lob e of fire, in 
whic h the wic ked  sha ll b e overwhelmed , whic h will a lways b e in temp est, in 
whic h they sha ll b e tossed  to a nd  fro , ha ving  no rest d ay a nd  night, vast waves 
and  b illows of fire  c ontinua lly rolling over their head s, of whic h they sha ll forever 
be full of a  q uic k sense w ithin a nd  without; their hea d s, their eyes, the ir tongues, 
their ha nd s, the ir feet, their loins a nd  their vita ls, sha ll forever b e full o f a  flow ing, 
melting  fire , fierc e enough to  melt the very roc ks a nd  elements; a nd  a lso, they 
sha ll eterna lly b e full o f the most q uic k a nd  lively sense to feel the torments; not 
for one minute, not for one da y, not for one a ge, not for two a ges, not for a  
hund red  a ges, nor for ten thousa nd  millions of a ges, one a fter a nother, b ut 
forever a nd  ever, without a ny end  a t a ll, a nd  never to  b e d elivered ." 

John Calvin (Who had  some of his theolog ic a l enemies b urned  to dea th in green 
slow-burning  wood .): 

Ca lvin d esc ribes he ll as: "Forever ha rra ssed  with a  d rea d ful temp est, they sha ll 
feel themselves torn a sund er by a n a ngry God , a nd  tra nsfixed  a nd  p enetra ted  
by morta l stings, terrified  b y the thunderb olts of God , a nd  b roken b y the weight 
of his ha nd , so tha t to sink into a ny gulf would  b e more tolerab le tha n to sta nd  
for a  moment in these terrors." 

The Reverend C. H. Spurgeon in his sermon Sermon on the Resurrec tion of the 
Dea d : 

"When thou d iest, thy soul w ill b e tormented  a lone; tha t w ill b e a  he ll for it, b ut a t 
the da y of jud gment they b od y will jo in they soul, a nd  then thou wilt have twin 
hells, thy soul swea ting d rop s of b lood , a nd  thy body suffused  with agony. In fire  
exa c tly like tha t whic h we ha ve on ea rth thy b od y w ill lie, a sbestos-like, forever 
unc onsumed , a ll they veins road s for the feet o f p a in to tra ve l on, every nerve a  
string on whic h the d evil sha ll forever p lay his d iab olic a l tune of 'Hell's Unutterab le 
Lament.''' (Quoted  from Christ Triump ha nt by Thoma s Allin) 

Night Thoughts by Young  "Fa ther of Merc ies! Why from silent ea rth d idst thou 
awake a nd  c urse me into b irth, tea r me from q uiet, b a nish me from night, a nd  
make a  tha nkless p resent o f Thy light, p ush into b eing a  reverse of Thee a nd  
anima te a  c lod  with misery?" (Quoted  in "The Bib le Hell" b y J.W. Ha nson, pa ge  
28) 

Reverend J. Furniss, C.S.S.R in his b ook The Sight o f Hell (A Ca tholic  b ook for 
c hildren) 

"Little c hild , if you go to hell there will b e a  d evil a t your side to strike you. He will 
go on striking you every minute for ever a nd  ever without stop p ing. The first stroke 
will make your b ody a s b ad  a s the b od y of Job , c overed , from hea d  to foot, with 
sores a nd  ulc ers. The sec ond  stroke will ma ke your b ody tw ic e a s b ad  a s the  
body of job . The third  stroke w ill make your b od y three times as ba d  a s the b od y 
of Job . The fourth stroke will make your b od y four times a s bad  a s the b od y of 
Job . How, then, will your b od y b e a fter the d evil ha s b een striking it every 



moment for a  hund red  million of yea rs w ithout stop p ing? Perha ps a t this 
moment, seven o'c loc k in he evening , a  c hild  is just going into hell. To-morrow  
evening , a t seven o 'c loc k, go a nd  knoc k a t the ga tes of hell a nd  ask wha t the  
c hild is d o ing . The d evils w ill go a nd  look. They will c ome ba c k a ga in a nd  say, the 
c hild  is b urning . Go in week a nd  a sk wha t the c hild  is d oing ; you w ill get  
the sa me a nswer, it is b urning ; Go in a  yea r a nd  a sks the sa me a nswer c omes--it 
is b urning. Go in a  million of yea rs a nd  a sk the sa me q uestion, the a nswer is just 
the same--it is b urning . So, if you go for ever and  ever, you will a lwa ys get the  
sa me a nswer--it is b urning  in the fire .) -- (Quoted  from Christ Triump ha nt b y 
Thoma s Allin) 

More from Reverend J. Furniss, C.S.S.R  "The fifth d ungeon is the red  hot oven. The  
litt le c hild  is in the red  hot oven. Hea r how it sc rea ms to c ome out; see how it 
turns a nd  twists itself ab out in the fire . It b ea ts its head  aga inst the roof of the  
oven. It sta mps its little  feet on the floor." (The Sight o f Hell) (Quoted  from Christ 
Triump ha nt b y Thoma s Allin) 

Reverend E.B. Pusey, D.D. 

"Ga ther in one, in your mind , a n assemb ly of a ll those men a nd  women, from  
whom, whether in history or in fic tion, your memory most shrinks, ga ther in m ind  
a ll tha t is loa thsome, most revolting * * * c onc eive the fierc e, fiery eyes of ha te, 
sp ite, frenzied  rage, ever fixed  on thee, looking thee through a nd  through with 
ha te * * * hea r those yells of b lasp heming  c onc entra ted  ha te, a s they ec ho 
a long the lurid  va ult o f hell; everyone ha ting everyone * * * Yet a  fixed ness in tha t  
sta te in whic h the ha rd ened  ma ligna nt sinner d ies, involves, without a ny further 
retribution of God , this end less misery." (Quoted  from Christ Triump hant by 
Thoma s Allin) 

(The list w ill be expa nd ed  a s time goes b y. If the read er knows of a ny other 
quotes whic h would  be ap p rop ria te to ad d  to this list, p lea se send  them g iving  
deta iled  referenc es so they c a n b e verified . Send  them to: tentmaker@ktis.net) 
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About the Author: I'd  like the rea der to b e a ware tha t I a m a  
c onserva tive Christian who sp ent severa l yea rs in very eva ngelic a l funda menta l 
c hurc hes. Even b efore I b ec a me a  Christia n my va lues were a lwa ys 
c onserva tive, not libera l. I mention this bec ause tha t is often the first line of 
a ttac k a ga inst this g lorious truth. The b elief in the sa lva tion of a ll ma nkind  through 



Jesus Christ is NOT a  fa r left libera l p rinc ip le--it is simp ly a  p la in fa c t whic h 
Christians of a ll kind s should  p ra y ab out, stud y and  then joyfully embra c e. 


